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Duane Schmid (from left), Bob Kuehn, Judy Green and Diane Schmid walk on Dundee Mountain, a UFO-watching spot near Campbellsport.

Long Lake area spawns tales of UFO sightings

By BETSY THATCHER
Washington County Bureau

Town of Osceola — For the price of a can

of Point, a customer can hear some pretty

« good tales of UFOs at Benson’s Hide-A-Way
on the north end of Long Lake.

Owner Bill Benson, 47, has been pouring
beers and serving up stories of strange sight-
ings for nine years.

~ Eerie airborne lights and 1arge spaceship-
like objects are as common as dairy cows and
‘ whippoorwills around Long Lake and the
Kettle Moraine State Forest's northern unit,
- Benson said.

;- Benson acts as the unoffi'cial keeper of the

'

“ctaries his customers snill nver the har

out-of-state campers, and most have added
something to the local lore.

Even Benson says he has seen an unidenti-
fied flying object.

It happened on a summer night in 1983
outside his mother’s Long Lake home. As he
puffed on a pipe and enjoyed the lake view,
something he described as the size of four
Goodyear blimps appeared over the 3-mile-
long lake.

The object, which Benson said was darker
than the night sky and rimmed with orange
lights, hovered silently for several minutes.

“I don't know what it was, but whatever
it was, it was big,” he recalled.

I s~ W

object that drifted silently over his silo.

Dins had just finished milking the cows
about 11:15 p.m. and was herding them out
of the barn when the animals suddenly bolt-
ed back in. .

The cows’ behavior was unusual, he said,
especially since they had “a whole load of
feed out there waiting for them. I thought,
‘What the heck happened to them?'”

When Dins discovered what had spooked
them, he ran for the house to wake his wife
and three daughters. :

“I thought, ‘Geez, I've got to get somebody
out to see this.””

When Dins returned to the silo, the object
had left. but was visihle on the eastern

Kewaskum, Duane Schmid, of Campbells-
port, was working the evening shift. He and
some co-workers were eating lunch outdoors
when six orange lights appeared above them.
The lights went off one by one, in perfect
sequence, he said.

“You can’t explain it away. It was there,”
said Schmid, 49, who estimates he has seen
15 UFOs.

Probably the best-known local UFO-
watcher is Schmid’s friend Bob Kuehn, of
Campbellsport.

Kuehn, 58, figures he has seen hundreds of
unexplained lights but puts the number of
“definite” close encounters at 40.
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